
Marine Corps League 

Southern Division 

Marine of the Year 

 

This award shall be presented to a regular member of the Southern Division who has rendered 

service that distinguishes themselves above and beyond the duties and obligations normally 

expected to membership in the Marine Corps League. Any member of the Southern Division 

may originate the nomination of a candidate for this award. The nomination of a candidate shall 

be made in letter form, either typed or legibly hand written, and shall be signed by at least four 

members in good standing. The nomination letter must indicate the nominee’s Detachment name 

and all signers of the nomination letter must indicate the name of their Detachment. The letter of 

nomination should clearly describe the candidate’s achievements and contributions that have 

served to bring acclaim and prestige to the Marine Corps League or United States Marine Corps 

and/or have enhanced or furthered the concepts of duty as a citizen of the United States of 

America. The letter of nomination should stress and emphasize the nominee’s achievements and 

contributions for the most recent year but may also include supplemental information about the 

nominee’s merits beyond that period. The letter may be augmented by attached endorsements or 

affidavits, such as newspaper accounts of a deed or deeds, but such endorsements are not 

required. Nominations may be submitted to any member of the Marine of the Year Society but 

must be received by a member of the society no later than February 1 of the current year. 

 

The Southern Division Marine of the Year Society 

 

Marines who have been formerly honored as Southern Division Marine of the Year shall assume 

the privilege of membership in the Southern Division Marine of the Year Society. The Society is 

charged with receiving and reviewing recurrent nominations for the Marine of the Year award 

and selects a spokesperson from among their membership to name their selection for the 

Southern Division Marine of the Year at the Southern Division Conference.  

 

The Past Southern Division  Marines of the Year: 

Tom Miller,  Helen Hicks, Clif Williams, Ken Henry, Ken Watterson, Polly Weidenkopf,  

Johnny Gothard,  Bernie O’Dell, Randy Rigg, Marty McKnight, John Henry Mashunkashey, 

Dwight Witcher and Alex Azar.  

* Harry Bruce 

 

Procedure for Handling Nominations – Southern Division Marine of the Year 

Nominations shall be sent to the Chairman of the Society and shall be opened and copied or 

scanned and sent to the members of the Society for review. 

 

Voting and selection of the Southern Division Marine of the Year shall be accomplished at the 

Southern Division Conference.  

The time and place of the Society meeting shall be published to the members of the Society prior 

to the Conference by the Chairman of the Society. 

 

A Certificate and Medallion shall be presented to the selected Southern Division  

Marine of the Year.  


